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ill Jones is one of life's most
naturally modest men: “But |
Te RN know nothing about whisky.” It is
W% the company of his most affable family, that
8 African travel expert has guided Ralph Lauren %
MY and family to Kenya; that back in the 1990 he
‘X Jinglehandedly built Ethiopia’s first viable eco- §CNE
. tourist camp; or that he once helped Mark 1
Roosevelt recreate his great grandfather’s trip to {}
' Katavi, a fly camp adventure through a VI'5A|
i~ wildemess that makes the Masaai Mara feel {f .
like a 200, Once described by Lucia Van Der (’#i
Post as having “walked almost every inch of the '..".*I '
comer of Africa that he specialises in”, and yel VLY
% welcomed every year into the cities and homes |, Q\ |
- of a dient list that reads like a roster of ‘Ir- I
" Amterica’s Who's Wha. Jones is, letme say. arare 11§
bird. The bloke next door who, unbeknown to ;1\
_'1!' you, because he never mentions it, lives the 31--+.,!¢
i dream wildly. AW




Which is why, when [ first suggested he
take me and a bunch of whiskies on safari to

| I T
Tanzanta, | 1!1nugh: his claim further [ =< “,LIW’?

- i1 i 0 C =

gl

evidence of a man genuinely at odds with
the idea of self-aggrandisement, | think of
whizky and the wilds as natural bed fellows
Hemmingway, James Bruce, Thesiger, these
ZUVS knew  Adrica; Ihq_":l.' kney thadr '|‘|'hi.‘1'L:u.
some wouldn't start the day without it
Surely Jones knows this. | thought he was
joking. He wasn't. Then it got worse: “T'm
ot sure | even like the stifl.” This said, the
thought of smuggling five bottles: a Whyte
and Mackay 30 Years Old, a 10 Years Old
Pike Creek, a 2011 bottling of Midleton Viery
Rare, the new Yamazaki Mizunara and a
William Larue Weller 2010 release, through
Kilimanjaro Adirport piqued his sense of
adventure. Esteemed readers will have
noted both the origins and gold top calibre of
my almost illegal cango; quite a loss should it

take the fancy of some eagle eved customs J 3 ‘ .
official. Jones was suddenly interested. We ' . '
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might get caught. Game on.

Adventure, [ will learn, is in Jones's blood.
His father worked with the Red Cross
during the Biafrian War (the civil war which
took place in Migeria, July 1967 to January
1970). He grew up in six different African
countries, west and east. New and
‘meaningful adventure’ is what Jones is
about. He can’t help it. Sub-Saharan Africa is
his home. He loves all of it, the urban, the
ruiral, the wild. Ninety per cent of the world's
genetic variance i here. It is older. deeper
and more complex than anywhere else on
earth, Europe by comparison is a themepark,
America as old as Angel Delight. 1t is our
past and our future and Jones knows il.

An environmental scientist by training, he
followed in his father's footsteps, first

Sub-Saharan Africa
is his home. He
loves all of it.

volunteering with a charity m Ethiopia,
befone going on to guide and manage lodges
there and in Kenya's Laikipia, after which he
set up Journeys by Design, a specialist tour
operator, its modus operandi the very wild,
its. philosophy very much in line with the
likes of Richard Leakey or Sertse Khama, for
whom high end, low impact tourism has
always been a no brainer conservation-wise.
“Our itineraries,” says Jones, “soft or extreme
are largely about encouraging tourism as an
income generating tool for local conservation
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I'm overplaying it, the adventurs bt
While we will indeed spend a couple ol
nigeh 1k an the edee of either a v s bran lik ast, long
dry river boed o doaking aswelling Mara  dista " [ e, hias many
i a couple of fwo man lents, the nig adva st the fact t makes
ouisghs of lord ks whanl

[or a e s sirelch of the trip i

f a fortmight,
sands of f
|l|-|'||.i'.||--.' V' CTL cliles, PO an lipyhianl, CI iz il of drams, oasts and
Eiweern dhi o d L% | el 5 | = ¥ miagluls T 1 ir he |l|I'||‘.'|I'|'1
of tented accom wat i o n W venough of an aleohol advocate from Dave Waddell's trip to Tanzania was

i organised by Africa specialist,

Joumeys by Design
W joumeyshydesign.com
Tel:+ 44 {011 273623 750
EVENINE O o later, Tal:+ 131559556842

we W;'f]’ manage fo ﬁf fﬂ rhfee !II the lee of the Rif
H Valley's westenn wall, Fora two week private safar through
hEUW deY fﬂSﬁ'ﬂg, pflus ak tie wilds of Tanzania costs start from LK

£5_200/ US 8,300 per person excluding

COUH”GSS Oﬁ‘ rhe hoor dr{jms ol lpprait fits I intemational flights Mainland Tanzania

safariscan be combined with the island
of Zanzibarwoend

ook and layvers
of the word can

enjioy  th e oof sivier serviod, celars  5) W - Hu_;hhw-thﬁran-,.'n#-Ir-.-.1:,.'!.-Fh-lu=r1
that would hag go toe o oo w with : n, the latter perfectly Economy to Dar from LHR: £597.29

you T 1 Ca [owm clidi v candlelipht, Cne night {inekirting e, Return Premier World to Dar
from LHR : £25 7605 finciuding fme,
Reservations Tel: +44 (0120 8283 1818
Wi KETTya-alrway 5000

that'd v T e n Y 0k bEA TS i ATTION rin ot tne
o Dhsea Hi L. N o Lamuin rNyel WL MPRSATERLL L : .'|'|I|" I
iy, Bahi Bel Kilindl Here, | will gal slap  and ke ! Wurbon, 1S

and drink and rest and eat and drink and sor  Proustian powers causing  [ones o
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