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IMAGE OF THE WEEK

ROSA MUNOZ

HOT HOTELS SPANISH STYLE
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THE TOWN HOUSE, MARBELLA

This intimate little pension is close to Plaza de
los Naranjos (orange square) and near the
boardwalk, bars and restaurants. There are
nine rooms with crisp whitewashed walls and
minimalist decor. A roof terrace with comfy
oversized sofas looks over the Old Town.
Bonus: Many of the decorations are for sale.
Drawback: No pool, but you can pay to use
the one at the nearest five-star notel, a taxi
ride away.

Book it: 00 34 952 901791,
www.townhouse.nu. Doubles from £75.

MARBELLA CLUB, MARBELLA
The club was once the grand private residence
of Prince Alfonso von Hohenlohe and sits in the
middle of the “Golden Mile”, between Marbella
and Puerto Banus. There are 121 rooms,
including a collection of Andalusian-style
villas with their own private gardens and pools.
Bonus: A heated seawater pool offers an
alternative to the waves.
Drawback: Romantic plans could be
thwarted if your partner discovers the
18-hole golf course.
Book It: 00 34 952 822211,
Dream world: the Spanish photographer Rosa Muiioz places objects in unfamiliar settings and uses lighting to create atmospheric effects. | www.marbellaclub.com. Doubles from £222.
This image was taken In Irati — called “the enchanted forest” — in Navarra, near San Sebastian In Spain’s Basque Country. It will be
included in the International Fair for Contemporary Photography and Video Art in San Sebastian from May 3-6 (www.coff.es/en/dfoto07) BY JO MORRIS

To fly Cathay Pacific, call 820 8834 8888, visit www.cathaypacific.co.uk or contact your travel consultant.
Oiffer valid for LHR-BJS departupes from 28 April-14 June and 1 November—7 December 2007, Booking must be made by 30 April 2007
Othar fares, depariure dates ind destinations availsble. Oihet terms and conditions apply

ESl CATHAY PACIFIC

Now yout ‘re really flying

R R N e ey




THE TIMES Saturday April 28 2007

+

timesonline.co.uk/travel

travel | africa | 5

the ancient Ethiopian Highlands, where local villagers lead the way

ROB HOWARD/CORBIS

s

relaxing in comfort for a well-
deserved rest after several
days in the mountains is half
the point. For this, we flew to
Addis Ababa and then drove
to Bishangari Lodge, one of
the first luxury lodges in
Ethiopia, which is set in a
towering forest 250km south
of Addis Ababa on the shores
of Lake Langano.

As we walked to our seclud-
ed thatched cabin, called a
godjo, we marvelled at black
and white colobus monkeys
and silvery cheeked hornbills
in the forest that watched us
watching them. Each godjo
has its own veranda, ham-
mock, comfortable bed and
fully equipped bathroom.
Although not top-end luxury,
Bishangari compares well to
South or East African safari

High road: religious pilgrims take a rest from thelr journey on a mountain top outside Lalibela

lodges. TI'll never forget the
sight of the hurricane lamps
illuminating the dining area as
we walked through the forest
towards it after a hearty gin
and tonic in the bar built in
and around a giant fig tree.

WE MARVELLED
AY THE COLOBUS
MONKEYS

A must for visitors to
Bishangari is a walk through
the forest with a local bird
guide, Hirpo. More than 300
species have been observed
here, and Hirpo knows them
all. Alternatively you can swim
in the lake, watch hippos or go
horse riding.

The lodge employs 39 staff,
37 of whom are from nearby
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villages. The head waiter,
Dekebo, supports four broth-
ers and three sisters from his
wages. The chef is from Addis
Ababa, and the food at Bis-
hangari matches the best on
offer in the capital.

The lodge is planning a
micro-finance scheme for
local farmers and entrepre-

neurs to ensure that food can :

be bought locally rather than ~ Need to know

at present from Addis — : : i MRS = : _

something that guests will  Justin Francis travelled with  £2,200pp. This includes full

increasingly expect. Journeys by Design (01273 board and private guiding,
In the future there is no 623790, wwwijourneysby but not international flights,

doubt that Ethiopia could design.com), which tailor- ‘which can be arranged.

become one of the world’s = makes holidays to Ethiopia,  Further information:

great trekking destinations = East and Southern Africa. A TESFA (www.community-

and TESFA intends to use two-week trip, including the tourism-ethiopia.com);

responsible trekking tourism  Bale Mountains National Ethiopian Ministry of

to create maximum benefit for  Park; Bishangari Lodge and a  Culture and Tourism:

Ethiopia’s charming rural nity trek, o urisme

people.

Cox & Kings’ European Journeys 2007 bfgéhure
includes an array of cultural tours, short breaks and
river cruises throughout the continent. Destinations
include places as diverse as Sicily, Russia, Iceland
and Turkey. Travel on the 10-day Timeless Romania
tour from only £1,000* per person.

Cox & Kings offers the highest quality group tours,
private journeys and tailor-made arrangements for
discerning travellers. Benefit from our expertise,
personal service and superb value.

To request a brochure please call 0870 225 03 22

SPECIAL OFFER

per person in a twin room - 3 star hotel
2007 - Saturdays
May 54£315 - May 12 £335
May 26* £580 - Jun 9 £355
Jun 23 £355 - Jun 30 £345
Supplements per person

Single supplement £80
Extra week £195
# From the Bay of Naples to the Amalfi Coast, this captivating area is one of those corners of the world blessed with Upgrade to 4-star Hotel £150
" a gentleness of climate, stunning coastal roads, the colours of lemons, oranges, bougainvillea, azure sea and sky and Single supplement £100
that Italian gusto for life. Balcony £75; Extra week £425
For a dramatically reduced tariff we can offer a seven-night stay at one of our contracted 3-star hotels including the Optional Excursions
hotels Ascot, Dania and Villa Maria, amongst others or for a greater degree of comfort and Pompeii/Herculaneum
wider range of facilities 4-star hotels are available at a supplement, including La Solara by Private Train’ £50
and Grand Vesuvio, amongst others. In return for this special price we reserve the Amaclgpsiogjltl f&’;l' %520

right to advise you of your assigned hotel with your joining instructions, approximately
14 days prior to departure.

All hotels have bar, restaurant, swimming pool, shuttle bus to centre (except central hotels)
and rooms with private facilities.

Price includes: Air travel and taxes, transfers,
7 nights' accommodation, ily, services of
a local representative, guidebook. Net included:
Travel insurance, gratuities, optional excursions, any
government taxes or compulsory charges introduced

quoting reference: TIMEEQ7D
or visit www.coxandkings.co.uk

after publication. Our current Conditions of Booking
(on request)} shall apply to all reservations. Special
offer prices apply only to reservations made between
April 28th and May 27th, 2007. *Price based on 2 weeks.

ITINERARY: Day 1 Fly from London Gatwick with British Airways to
Naples and transfer to Sorrento for a seven night stay. Days 2-7 At leisure
or join a range of optional excursions. Day 8 Transfer to

aples for the return flight. \ / = P —
[ # e _ (,—{/ \/ S JULES VERINE
// 0845 166 7111 o —
WWW.vjv.com "

*Price includes increased Air Passenger Duty.

Reservations: 9am-8pm weekdays: 9am-5pm Saturdays: 10am-4pm Sundays
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