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L. arrd entirclv h\pnotlc.
Photographic agent Kaq' Barker unexpectedly

I'ell under its spcll sorne l0 \'ears aso; shc had

Lamu island's intoricating mix of laid-back
chic, glamorous houscs, fabulous seafood,
Peponi's bar, dhol trips, deserted beachcs backed
bv scntlc dunes and supcr-fricndly locals (rvho

alr'r'avs make vou fcel like a long-lost friend)
is nor.v .,ve11 knou'n. Lamu Archipelaeo's rich
historl', culture and strong relisious traditions
tlicre arc ovcr t\\,o dozen mosqucs add another
dimcnsion to these islands r'r,hich other tropical
'paradises'lack. On the suriace Lamu appcars to
be a normal place. uith people going about their
dailv bu"iness, schools full of happy children
chanling the Koran zrnd men plaving Bao (a board
gamc) outside bus,v local /ztar (shops). The con-
lrast beLr'vecn thc man ivalking his donkcvs up
thc bcac:h to collect sand for building and the
extravagance of a Christmas drinks soirdc on a

privatc rooltop is pretty markcd. But it is this
curious, headv melarngc that is, fbr some, uttcrl.1'

travclk:d the globe in search of a private haven
until her trarel asent sug-gcstcd this speck of an
islarrd in thc Indian Ocean oiI'the coast of Kcnva.
Katl'hadn't heard of it, but friends soon enlisht-
ened her to its charms, lvarning her that she

might ncr"cr lcave. The minute she landcd at the
small airlleld on the mainland and lvalked dor,vn

a dirt track to thc jettli u'ith r.ier.r,s across rhe

chiinnel to Lamu tor,r'n and the village of Shela irr

the distance. it n as a coup de fbudre.
"-[hc first timc I visited, I nanted to lir,c, grou'

old and die here.' savs Kat\', r't,ho, some months
latcr did manage to learre, but onl,v aftcr renting
a house lbr her lamily in Shcla. 'I'his village, three
kilometres lrom bustling Lamu tou,n u'hich
contains the more ibrmal, historic eighteenth-
ancl nineteenth-centurrr mansions has a core of
tightll,packcd, u-hito,vashed houses, somc up to
six floors talJ, built in an Arab-Su,ahili stvle. Pre-
viousl) inhabited bv tradt:rs, fishermen and a fcu'
cxpats r,vho 'disr:overed' the island's charms in the
Sirties. most of these houscs har.e graduallv been
sold off and rcnovatcd, mainlv bv English. liench
and Italians. Consequentlr': thc dcsirc for run-
do'nrn houses and emptv plots for building has

fhnned out liom the centre.
Katv continued to rcnt 1br a {bn' r"ears until an

opportunitv came up lor her to buv a three-acre
plot u.ith planning pcrmission orr a slope up
from the rvaterfiont,just outsidc thc village. For
her, it uas far prefcrable to have the space to
build, r'r'ith room for a garden, than to take onc of
the village plots rvith their inhercnt rcstrictions.

THIS PAGE FROM TOP An antique daybed from Bali

sits in the salon. The house is designed as distinct
'units' surrounding the courtyard: the sunken seating

area is the main meeting point. Beyond is the dining

area. OPPOSITE The dining chairs were made locally

by ltalian artist Armando Tanzini
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\\'hilc thc sct'ub l ils Lrcirrq clearcrl. KnLr askccl

T,aurc]lrt BLrtt2rzzoili, a lircut]r art hitect, 1o sur\'(l\

tlu: sitc. Hr: hacl be i'tt assislitttt to ;\rrtlrit: Putlllatl
lbr scxlt r e:rt's. lrclorc sctlilrg r\) ol his orr rt \\'ith
rnlrrn-clicnts il lisbion xrn rrruch Katr's rrt.rrlcl

in chrcliuc. f olrrr C} al I i ano. \ ohj i Yirrr an'rot o attcl

-\lanolo ljlahnik. l,artrctrI hlrc] mct Katr in Paris

arrrl c r-rllalrolatcd u ith lrcr ut t tttr itpaltnlcrl | [ he]'c.

'I had r isitr:<l Lrrnu otrt' of thc last crc:at

p:Lllrcliscs on era.rth sornc I 5 rlars ago.' savs

LzrLrrt'rL, 'so it tls :r rronclcr'lul op;rortunitr to

rcLLrrn to cLc-sigr rLttcl ]ruilcl a hottsc thcrc ()ltr
prioritr \\2LS t.J rcsl)('ct locirl architr'<:tulnl tt':rcli-

tions. rr hile irtt olpor:rtitre Katr 's orr rt iclt'as lirr tt

housc fbl ht:r lirmilr-ulcl h'iends.'

Kan lir e cl tt Zamlia until sllc u its sevtrn ''l bc

srrlrt orscious inrplint of that Litne of 'Viican r il-

l:rq,. ;11',1 irr-r,1, /,'ut-irl, lirirrq \\ils \( r\ \lr'rtl{
ancl so slr-utg trl clt'sigF iclcas th:rL rrar.' sltc rccalls.
'Ib{rcther, shc: artd T,aurt'trt <loisecl a scht'nttr rt hich

uas. hc cxplail:. 'a sort ol' tnitriaturc villaqc. c'orrr-

prising srnall trnits, Jrt:tlroottrs and IrrLdtt'oortts, srr

thlrt r:rtrf c.rnc c'oulcl be incicpc'rrtlctrt. tt itlt iL qc:trc'r'itl

rrc-c1ilg point lirr :rll orr a cortrtrcl lcrracc' 'l'Lris

cvrlrc-d into :r sturkcrt sc;rtirrq at'ca nrtcLt:r' grancl

\lolor:can larnps. rrith a largtr cljnine tablt'bcrortcl.

\\'ht'l llrc- c.h'arlirrgs \\clc pl'osclltcd.'it rras as

thorrgh T harl sccn thcm altcnclr thc t:ourtrarcl

rrith clistirrct. sepal'2r.t(i lrreirs cotrLing togetlter itr

thc ccnlrc,' srLts K:r1t. 'I'lrt' U-sh:rpc builclirlg
lrLrr:s thc scra. litlt arr outdoor'lrool positionccl
across its o1;c'n siclt'. lt rras all desigut:cl ort otl(l

Jcrcl a1rirrt (iotrt tlr c- rnzriu lrtrclroot tr :urcl its 1rrivir t c

t('n'ac(') uhich arcr tLbor c Lhu sakn. u jth sczr r ittl s.

Dcspitc thc iner italrlc Alricarr clclar s. btLilclinq

u ork r crtt stnootltlr. I astitrq a I t:zLl irrtcl a half .'\\ c

uclt: lur:kr,'szl's l,itLtrctrt.'in hlrinq a rctr
clcpcndaJrk: colrtrir('toI rr ho lrancllt'd tltr prrl.jett t

clTicit'nt.lr.' l)lror Houst' i:o tlttnccl alti:r lltc
lrt>at-buildirig irctivitv otr thc' ltc:rt'h itr fi'ontl is

n rerr skrek lakt' otr Srr:rhili snlcr ''l-lrt: biggcsL

chalkrnge.' sars T,:rut'ctrt. '\\rls Io c'ottt]rittc' ttt-tr

tcchDitlucrs rr ith tr irclitional miLtt:ritlls 1o ( ro2t[(] ll

Iocll rct rloclet'n visiort.'Fttrtritttrc tras eitLrtlr

c'omlrissiorrccl o ut to krt al t ll (isrrt'tr ol Irouehl in

Nairolri and Nkrnbasa arrtl shippt-cJ rqr. '\ llrr
pir:ces. 1oo, h:u c miLde Iheir rr ar' lrorrt T,ortclorr

Katv lras to pirch herst:li c\-('r\ Li]]rc sh(' arrivcs.
'T liurl as thouqh I lrar c clivccl itrto n sot't o1'histori-

rrLl ualr'r'rolout' :lrt' sitrs,'r nra.gital rrorlcl intcr

rrhic:lr ['rc bccrt lLrckr crtrortglt to bc allorrccl'n
P,ulla.-<orLi &,liiorlLr: A0 ll 11a 0!) 98 19:

ti'it'u bull0aaattt.lr | 7 fu houtt i.r atailahh ttt rr:nl

tltraugh.l/out nos lt Dttiln 10127.:l 62:j790)

OPPOSITE An antique Indian sari acts as a throw on a

spare bed (bottom). The house is on one level, apart from

the main bedroom in the tower (top left) and terrace (top

right). THIS PAGE FROM TOP The chair in this spare

room is covered in beads made by a Masai tribe. This

shower is tiled in mirror-glass mosaics. Stairs lead up to

the main bedroom. The pool is beyond the courtyard
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