September 2011 £4.20 EDITED BY CATHERINE FAIRWEATHER
v hdrpersbazaar.co.uk

w\z()st
FASHIO

390+ PAGES .
minL - TJelet:
NEW LOOKSA; ' » | REY! ONCE

Adventure into dramatic spaces and
ancient traditions in the glorious open
acres of northern Kenya. Plus: the exotic
colour of Rajasthan; and the sexiest
hotel rooms you'll never want to leave
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With its untouched landscapes and majestic o i il
wildlife, northern Kenya transports travellers
to the vibrant heart of the continent. j ipi :

CATHEmNE ukheart of e AT Camp. : ¢ ol 5 ‘ : Laikipia plateau of nerthern R
a beautiful tented riverside retreat, toenjoy the ey \ g G e
ancient rituals and traditions of the Samburu
people and experience nature at its purest
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DON McCULLIN :

the knuckles and finger of
t bunched up above the semi

T hear the yelps of our
children kicking a ball on the ‘pitch’
~adried-out river bed with doum-palms for
goalposts manned by our host, Lemarti.
eft the warrior guide behind to make
a call from under the acacia at the ke
summit, the one spot here where mobile-
phone reception is promised (but not guar-
anteed). The number is never dialled; the
view from the top catches me off guard. Dust
motes are caught in the afternoon light and
himmering veil over this primordial
It is a rare moment of stillness in
a whirling-dervish world.
I can just make out Lemarti
camouflaged by the ancient fig-tre
beside thebrownwate
River, which, glossy as cara
into the heart of the Great Rift Valley
beyond. It is good to have decided to stay
put for five day ing the compulsion
to move from lodge to lodge. It allows the
rhythm of the bush to get under your skin.
Lemarti’s is a different kind of camp for
Africa; it is a cultural and spiritual

set game-drives where the thrill of
wild animals is somewhat diluted by the

2 ing cameras
ust you and your own private

the ready, willing to walk you into the bush
whenever. Wade across the river, and there
are the 48,000 private acres of the Mpala
conservation reserve for you to explore. Wi
spent one morningin
mouse with a leopard in the long savan

d following a pack of wild dogs
enough to get the juices flowing for even the
most hardened Africa hands. We hung out
with a tribe of elephants beside the lake,
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until hunger got the better of us, and we left
to unwrap a picnicby a waterhole, where the
splashing of mating hippos was so raucous,
1
Wi

to find your game here, it feels like you are

we

ost felt we had to avert our eyes.

ile you may have to work a bit harder

discovering Africa and the secrets of the
bush foryourself. Thereare no walkie-talkies

broadcasting the spectacle of a lion kill, no

patrolling as

kari or guards with guns sitting

astride tk four-wheel-drives, no men in

shorts telling tall stories by the boma later. It
is simply Lemarti orhis best friend Boniface
and a dozen warrior friends, resplendent in
their beads and red shuka cloaks, gently
introducing you to the customs and rituals
of their land, quietly strumming their jamunge
and singing mournful tribal ballads to the sky

Without any compulsion to tick off the
Big Five from our must-see list, some of us

slept till noon, cocooned in the fur-swaddled

comfort of our giant beds. These are hewn

like the rest of the furniture, from the polished
cedarwood of washed-up dhows, No wonder
solitude-hungrystarssuchas UmaThurman

and Daniel Craig are drawn to the peaceful

cradle of this romantic and lyrical retreat
You e¢an while away hours (and what a

luxury that is) floating down the river on an

inner tube, bake like lizards on the sun

soaked riverine boulders, wallow in your
copper bathtubs open to the stars and, with
every stroke of the masseuse’s hand, feel the

stress drip off by degrees. Lanterns hang

from every branch (there is no electricity);
Lanterns hang fromevery
branch (there 1sno electricity):
cushions, swingsand
hammocksstrungover the
waterinvite you fo linger
cushions, swings and hammocks strung
overthe waterinvite youto linger. Wreathed
with the scent of queen-of-the-night, visited
by paradise flycatchers trailing their feathers
like Twenties flapper girls dressed up in boas,
Lemarti’s Camp has to be the most sensual

th. Lemarti, one of eight children

place ones

ide in his teens, and met Anna

becamea g

Trzebinski, his fashion-designer bride, on a

trek in 2002. Onee their private bolthole,
the camp was an escape from the tongue

wagwing that followed the tragic murder of
Anna'st

irsthusband, artist Tonio Trzebinski;
it grew organically from its love-nest roots.

Although the land was gifted to them, and

is managed by the neighbouring Koija com
munity, and the camp remains Lemarti's
domain, Trzebinski's incredible artisticand

perfectionist eye informs the seductive

aesthetic of the place. There is not one
detail thatjars, from the way delicious salads

and risottos are presented at table, to the

finer points of the decor: the hand-stitched
tents; the towel-lined A#er for bathing;
tables that are a tableau of iridescent beetles
and showcases for sculptural bleached skel
etons. Everything is commissioned or made
to Trzebinski’s design in her Nairobi studio.

Butwhileit’sobviously aromanticretreat,
the place is a paradise camp for children
too. Qur lot quickly went native: dressed in
kikois and armed with mini-machetes, they
were off tracking dik-dik and learning how
to aim with arrow and bow. Sometimes they

were kind enough to invite the adults to join
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them as they sat beside the warriors’ kids
threading beads onto ceremonial necklaces
worn across the chestlike their hero Lemarti.
Perhaps surprisingly, these most proud of
alphamales made the most watchful of child-
minders — one especially, named Toisan,
whosleptacross the doorway oftheir‘dorm’
and delighted them by spearing a cobra.
On the night of the feast and slaughter,
the boys were initiated as members of the
tribe, and didn't baulk at the ritual of drink-
ing the warm blood ~ these 10-year-olds
who would turn their nose up at rare beefat
home. And then they pogo-danced with
the best of them — the warrior leaping and
chanting in celebration into the night, long
after we had gone to bed. It wasn't something
that had been been staged for us, and it felt
like a privilege to be part of something that
took us so close to the heartbeat of Africa.
And to quote from the camp’s postcard:
‘One's destination is nevera place, but a new
way of seeing things' (Henry Miller). 0
Just as this story was going lo press, news of the
terrible drowght in Kenya and the Horn of Afvica
became clear. Bazaar ts a supporter of the charsty
FilmAid International, which is working i the
region 1o bring education and hope to refugees.
For more mformation, visl wee.filmard.org.
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RESTOF THEBEST: Africas new cast-coastlodges

Besifor BIGCATS

Kicheche Mara, Kenya

This chic, sight-tented camp has recently
elocated to a di

A stc-nght safars costs from £2,600 a prerson fill
board, including flights, transfers and actrvities,
seith Safars Consultants (01787 $88590;
wwnisafars-consullants.couk).

Best for REJUVENATION
Hogmead, Nairobi
This elegant oasis o
giraffe sanctuary and Peter Beard's
famous Hog Ranch fesls more like a grand
home than a boutique hotel, welcoming
weary travellers with delicious food.
stylish surroundings and a place
From about £185 a peryon a might all-inclustve,
ineluding shared game dreces with the Safari &
Canservation Company (+254 71 257 9999;
thesafariandeonserzationcompeany.com).

Best LUXE HIDEAWAY
Sirikoi, Kenya

Qn the northern slopes of Mo
for tho

the Bord

this lodge is perf

it the waterhole,
Delicious food is served by resident Mas
s, and he Willie ar e

nake you feel like

you're part of the family
From abput £430 a pervon a night BSB, with the
Safari & Conservattin Company (+254 71 257
9999 thesafarrandconservationcompany.cim).

Best for INSPIRATIONALVIEWS
Lamai Serengeti, Tanzania

Set amid the Serengetl’s rel
Turner, the park's |
\, loved this

s for'a refres C
A seven-night shared safari costs from about £2,025
a person all-inclusize, inchuding game drives, with
the Safart & Conservation Company (+254 71 257
9999: thesafariandconservationcompany.com).

Best for RHINO-SPOTTING

Solio Lodge, Kenya
een Mount V"”‘y"{ and the

ar dip

Midway betw

cottages

From about £440 a person a night fil board,
including activities and transfers, with the Safari
Collection (roevro.thesafaricollection.com)
GABRIELE HACKWORTHY AND BRIAN JACKMAN
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