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OHMY GOD...
IHADNO IDEA THERE
WAS APLACE
ONEARTH LIKE THIS
Tom Parker Bowles travels
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Michael Shnayerson follows
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Angela Fisher and
Carol Backwith's iconic
phata portfolic.
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WHERE THE WILD
THINGS ARE
Mark Seal investigatas

the proposed Serengati
Highway.
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VERYONE SHOULD HAVE a Peter Silvescer in his

life. Especially ar a moment like this, Nor only is the 49-year-

old Kenyan-born safari guide and outfitter tremendously good com-

i pany, a serious ocnophile and extremely well-read {his farher was, after
all, a Rhodes scholar). but he also knows cvery single thing abour every
single living creature under the African sun. He also appears to know quite

a bit abour mud. While the picrure on the preceding page of a made-to-order

Land Rover Defender, complete with Masai tribesmen, big-game tracker and
Silvester and wife Julianna, is artfully prepped, had you seen this same ensemble
an hour before (hottom left phota), you would have seriously wondered, Ts 2
mobile sfari, heginning ar $14,000 a person for ten days, what T really wani?
Here, in the middle of the Mari-Serengeti, that huge, anciene landscape shared
by Kenya and Taszania, torrential rains from the night before have flooded the
dirt roads on which we've been traveling for the last two days. After luvmgbn:n

in the middle of 2 100-strong herd of Cape buffalo, within a stone’s theow of 2

 cheetah nursing cubs and a lone hyena on the prowl, the floods at Talck, a funky |

mbe.l erading post on the Maras odg:. seem racher ant . A fow drivers
some gears and churn their wheels in the mud, Silvester waits E:ur thar perfect

‘opening, then glides s thie chaos. “Mother Nagure,” he laser notes, warching a

e the last of a baby warthog right in frone of us, "can be a real birch,™
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GOING MOBILE HAS become the voyage du jour among those seeking the ultimare safar.

roperly, its an indmate and comfortable, albeit pridey, wiy to safari. T means you travel in 2 vel

customized forevm emergeney andlor luxury: Talso means should you discover in the moraing th

the grear migration of wildeheess has headed thar way instead of ehis, you're not bound by any fixed

tmuary Sibvester founded Rﬂya] African Safaris in 1985 and operates what many con .aq;qg el
Back in |

nd 2 suﬁ'of‘ 14 for me, my \mﬁ: and som, "A d:m to-onc - ratio) of staff o client is pretey much
i and marble you vastly make u
beauifully set up by the d it each evening, And yes. there are fush soiless (2 deal
breaker for many). Alfresco lunches and mtﬂellt dinners are immaculately orchestrated by Julianna, w
tew up in Kenya (her father founded the venerable Governors” Camp theres see “How to Do the Mar
ngeti,” page 117), was educated in St?rr.eriand and speaks five languages. i
The spontaneity of this sort of travel is inestinsable,” says Silvester. On the five-day mobile I did, -
in the: : morning o Kora National Pack for 4 visit with Tony Fizjohn {soe “The Big Business of Con.
ervation,” page 165), the conservarionist—cum—tion whisperer. Thar evening ar dinner we were joi
by the mast famous living palecanthropologise in the world, Richard Leakey (see “The Big Business o
nservation’], who was choppered in from his farm ar the edge of the Grear Rift Valley.

LEST ALL THIS SOUND terrbly over the top, it isnt—or m.h it doesn't have 1 be, dupute Lt

first-time safari Silvester arranged for two American fa

included lunch with Nelson Mandela and ended 21 later with a rock concers for 1,500 Masai.
involved five counrries, elephant rides in the Olvangn, white-water rafting at Victoria Falls, 300

loytﬁ, 75 tons of:qmpmem seven hdmgm wo pﬂvamjeuami a seven-| ﬁ.glmrpnc: rag.

i Bue logissic
the eyebrow of the mase k:m:nmng Parisian sommelier

afaris is about b:mg with people you trust. Peop[:
othes, who could sitwith you and warch the comings and goings of a family of dwarf mon-
e 2 thougl they, 1o, were seeing it not for the umpreenth but for the very first nme.

teri-dlay safier sarts at $19,000 & person and sticludes exclusive access to swo mobile cam
ane ludge in besween, three professional gusdes, three vebicles and privase charser
it 125t Cessna Carsvan. There i na maximmms or ménsmsm parsy size, Dhis year Rayal
ican ook & multigenerational fanitly of 28 o fts rignatire mobile sefar: last year it hosted
O, It har yet to rake o lone maveler, thongh i+ done parties af two, Average group &

lafricansafaris.com, For ¢ dletails, contast vutfister Will fones of Jour
Guidle "”5“}’"!“' " page 92,




