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-~ 'WITH FOURTENTS ON 325.000 ACRES, ZARAFA HAS B BCO M}S}THE
1" MODEL FORA NEW GEN EIir{TI ON OF AFRICAN CAMPS.
/1y By Richard David Story Photographs by Alexand ra Penney




h, man, how | used to love
hippopotamus as a4 kid,” Dukes. a charismatic fortysomething Bo-
tswanan is telling me, blisstully remembering those days, not all
that long age: when his father would hunt. skin, gut, and fry the
creatures. He's telling me this as he and I—emphasis on the Jie—
inda spillway not far from Zarata,

paddle our way down the Se
the extraordinary and very private year-old safari camp opened
by conservationist/ philanthropist Dereck Joubert and his Great
Plains company. Its just the two of us in a shallow, old-fashioned
canoe. Photographer Alexandra Penney and her gumde, Michael,

are following behind. Here on the river, shortly before the sun
sets, all is quiet, peaceful—and then they appear.

“You wouldn't believe how good fried hippo is,” Dukes is say-
ing. “Yummm.. .so juicy and fatty..."

Right at this moment T wish 1 could enjoy his enthusiasim, but
i front of us are three 10,000-pound hippos glhiding, Hoating,
paddling, or whatever the hell hippos do. We were told tronuday
one that hippos are among the most dangerous c¢reatures in the
Okavango Delta. In fact, barring mosquitees, hippos kill more
peaple than any other creatures. Nor does one ever want to cross
the river in front of them, mpn'i.l!]y towird evening. f-'.\'cr\'l'l'lin;
that had always appeared endearing about them is now not cute
at all—not those giant Easter Island-like heads, devil-horn ears,
or bulging eves. It all just one bobbing; throbbing mass of din-
ger right within throwing distance of our canoe.

“Uninm. .. Dukes;, vmmm....What do you think we should
do?"" I ask, not knowing whether to paddle or freeze, “Just how
dangerous are these creatures?”

“They're dangerous, but we'll be okay™ And so, long, terniying
story short, we were,

The first safart [ ever ook was to Smgita Swent, in Kruger Na-
tional Park, South Africa: | came back raving:Yes, ves; | saw the Big
Five—lon, leopard, elephant, thino, and buffalo—and you wouldn't
believe the food! And the camp 1self? Six perfect suites nestled into
the river; they were so minimal and cool they could have been
desgned by Le Corbusier, albett with Wik and laptops. More re-
cently I'was m Tanzama gt Grumen Reserves, whose grand main
lodee 15 outfitted with an English-sevie billiards room, art by Peter
Beard, and a plunge pool in each of its stone "L'urt.tgcc.," CONTINUED %
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“But in the end, we really dont come on safari for a five-
star hotel. Shouldn't we leave that sort of thing to the likes of the
George Vi~ asks Dereck Joubert.

For the past 25 years, Joubere and his wife, Beverly, have commit-
ted themselves to helping save Aftican wildlife through fund-mising,
Emmy award-winning documentaries, and a series of books written
by Joubert and photographed by Beverly, Eye of the Leopard, which
was published by Rizzolt in Seprember, follows a leopard cub from
elght days old ro five years. In 2007 Joubert founded Great Plains with
15 CEO Colin Bell, and Zarafi 15 their hist

foray into ecotourism. The mrenton is w make all the projecs long-

tormer Wilderness Saf;

term and sustainable which, in the case of Zarafa, means exclusive and
expensive. “The only way to guarantee sustainability 1s through an
appropriately high taniff. For a family of exght to take over the ennre
camp; which was how it was conceived, 15 $12.000 per night”

In ats understated way, the camip 15 about as close to five stars as
one could hope. Its four tents—yes, only four, for 4 maximum of
cight people—are not only extremely comfortable but very heaua-
ful: Perstan rugs, copper bathtubs, and thread counts to die for. By
any standard Zarafa would be extmordinary, but because v was built
to the partenlardy demanding ecostandards of Joubert, this camp, on
the Selinda Rieserve: in northern Boswana, one of the richest nam-
ral habitars on earth, is also @ model of fow=risk luxury. The in-house
electricity genemtion system (Zarafh is powered entirely by 136
Sanyo solar panels that deliver 220-valt electricity 24 hours a day),
coupled with stringent use of recycled hardwoods (the furniture is
built from Indonesian mahogany, much of it salvaged from the 2004
tsunami) and careful operating processes (all vehicles run on recycled
cooking oil), help t keep the carbon foorprint to a minimum.

Joubert says hie hopes that Zarafa wall make a difference. *T will
feel we've done our job if a guy who comes here for, say, two or
three days, then leaves on his G5 for Geneva to close a deal, 1s influ-
enced even this much] he says, pressing his fingers together, “by: the
green technology and ethies of this camp. The hope is that business
decisions will be impacted i some small way by what is learned
here. So conumitted is Joubert to gerting it right thar Great Plaing’s
seli=deseribed policy is “copy lift rather than copyright.” meaning
the company actually nanrs to share its busi-

ness plan with as many people as possible.
The entire step-by-step process of building
Zarata, complete with architectiral and envi-
rommental details, 15 available to any and all.

Zarafa’s day—to-day operations are run by

Thix sy unes
photagraphed in Stuart Bell and Tessa Campbell, an attractive,
Biitseevarier in

welleducated couple who understand the

Negtenther zooy a
4 : art of hospitality as much as the landscape

with a Canon

EOS 50 Mark 11 around them. Campbell counts among her
urit Canon proudest achievements her staff, sngling

Powrerahot G100, .
wieraal G out cook Lindie van der Heever, For H!.‘”.

its the solar farm. For me, it was Botswaria-
born Sake Dux “Dukes” Motakatshipi, Zarafa’s chief guide:

Joubert says it was a friend of his—an international businessiian

and billionaire, in fact—who mspired Zarafa.“He told me he had
cancer and didn't expect to live much longer. That said, he loved Af-
rica and safar, He asked me, quite literally, " Where on earth should
my last safart be?' That's the sort of plage [ wanted this to be”™ B

Clasts on a_fully feclusive hasis include all game activities and start at
81,400 per person per wight in figh season (June through Noveniber).
For nore tyformation, go to journeysbydesion. co.ik




_ “With sofew guests, the only way
o lo guarantee sustainabilityis thr ough

an appropriately high tar 1T

—— DERECK JOUBERT
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