


C U L T U R E S  O N  T H E  M O V E

“W E  W O U LD  J O U R N E Y 

H U N D R E D S  O F  K I LO M E T R E S 

T H R O U G H  T H E  H I G H L A N D S , 

T H R O U G H  C E N T U R I E S  O F  T I M E 

O N  A  K I N D  O F  P I LG R I M AG E

T R AC I N G  I N  A R T

A N D  STO N E”

HORATIO CLARE | ROCK OF AGES | ETHIOPIA
CONDE NAST TRAVELLER



“A F R I CA  I S  R AW,

E LE M E N TA L , I N S P I R I N G . . .

A F R I CA  H AS  S O M E T H I N G

T H AT  R E S O N AT E S”

WILL JONES | JOURNEYS BY DESIGN



	 In deciding to produce an image-led brochure 
devoted exclusively to the peoples of the Horn,  
and those of eastern and southern Africa, we realise 
that we are tackling a sensitive and difficult subject. 
Apart from the fact that the area is both huge and 
traditionally diverse, the idea that a picture book 
could begin to truly reflect the effects of change - 
of education, of globalisation, population growth and 
technology – on the cultural traditions of the many 
peoples of Africa is patently absurd.
	 No, the main purpose of Cultures on the Move 
is to show the Africa that we at Journeys by Design 
know and love, an Africa that is alive and bristling 
with change, its vast wildernesses home to an 
extraordinary range of traditional cultures, to the 
greatest genetic diversity on earth; the sum a vast, 
vibrant and ever-growing mesh of change, a world 
that I have, for much of my life, been lucky enough to 
call home. It is a celebration – pure and simple.
	 Which is not to say that such a celebration should 
blind us to the more negative effects of change - the 
shrinking rangelands of the Maasai of Kenya and 
Tanzania, for example, or to the questionable benefits 
of ‘development’ for the Mursi of southern Ethiopia.
	 On the contrary. We are all stakeholders in our 
children’s worlds, their futures, and as such bear 
great responsibility for how the forces of change 
are managed. Responsibility of this kind requires 
great thought, sensitively negotiated conditions 
and the ability to act decisively. The Northern 
Rangelands Trust, a thriving partnership between local  
communities – Maasai, Samburu, Pokot, European 
settlers – based in the Laikipia, in northern Kenya, 
is an excellent example of what can be done in the 
name of conservation, culture and sustainability.

	 This said, some cultures remain exceptionally 
vulnerable. The Bantu and European expansions 
across and into Equatorial and southern Africa have 
seen hunter-gatherer societies’ numbers decimated, 
their once huge ranges reduced to not much 
more than pockets of survival, their wilderness-
born sensibilities eroded by colonising interlopers.  
The Hadza of Lake Eyasi, in northern Tanzania,  
now numbering just 400 traditionalists, and hemmed 
in by expanding agricultural and pastoral societies, is 
an extreme case in point. Add to this the influences 
of trade, and of religion, and we are left with a 
continent as fluid, as rich and as complicated as 
central Europe. Change is inevitable.
	 Given all this, my personal feeling is that Africa 
is the future; on the one hand, robust, on the move;  
on the other, it’s various historic cultures under threat. 
It requires an approach that takes into account an 
understanding of both the needs of the vulnerable 
and, simultaneously, of its enormous economic 
potential. Clear-eyed and multifaceted, such an 
approach values the present as much as it does the 
past, places health, education and opportunity at its 
centre, and, perhaps most importantly, is designed 
to celebrate the way in which local communities, 
given the chance, take charge of their own 
destinies. Dynamic, resourceful, filled with meaning,  
they’re cultures very much on the move.
	 Let’s celebrate them.
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W E L C O M E  T O

C U L T U R E S  O N  T H E  M O V E



“ I  F O U N D  T H E R E  T H E  A F R I CA

T H AT  O N E  D R E A M S  O F  I N  T H E

C O LD WI NTE R N I G HTS BAC K H O M E,

A N  A F R I CA  T H AT  TO DAY  I S

D I S A P P E A R I N G  FAST, 

T H AT  I S  VAST  A N D  W I LD”

LUCIA VAN DER POST | FINANCIAL TIMES



KAR O B OY  |  OMO VALLEY ETH IOP IA  |  I N IT IAT I O N AN D G R AD UATI O N

	 “Africa is raw, elemental, inspiring,” Jones says, 
explaining why he has centered his life round it. 
“Africa has something that resonates. It definitely 
feels like the cradle of man.”
	 Journeys by Design allows him to remain connected 
to Africa, and his enthusiasm for the continent is 
reflected by the company’s exhaustive menu of 
dozens of possible destinations in twelve countries.  
“Ideally, we like to have a face-to-face preliminary 
session with clients,” he says, “talking in broad 
strokes about all the possible options.” To make this 
happen, Jones or a colleague will often travel to a 
client’s home. After all, many trips will crisscross the 
continent, and encompass a myriad of hotels, lodges, 
and camps, not to mention multiple flights and a coterie 
of guides. (Wherever travelers go, Jones recommends 
a minimum of nine nights, though twelve to fourteen 
is even better.) For a truly once-in-a-lifetime journey, 
Jones himself will accompany clients.
	 But the greatest luxury, Jones says, is in 
the company’s ability to provide clients a true  
wilderness experience. “It’s about being able to access  
the remotest, quietest corners of Africa,” he says.  
“Other operators just don’t have the wherewithal to 
do that because they lack the knowledge and the 
logistical background to pull it off.” 

REBECCA ROTH BAUM | RALPH LAUREN MAGAZINE

KAR O WAR R I O R S  |  OMO VALLEY ETH IOP IA  |  B O DY PAI NT I N G C E R E M O NY



A M H A R A  H E R D S M A N  |  S I M I E N MOU NTAI N S ETH IOP IA  |  LO O K I N G  W E S T DA S S A N E C H  L A DY  |  OMO VALLEY ETH IOP IA  |  H E AV I LY  A D O R N E D



BULL ELEPHANT |  CE NTRAL H IG H LAN DS KE NYA  |  SPECIES UNDER PRESSURE

“ J O U R N E Y S  BY  D E S I G N  S H OW

YO U  T H E  O U T R É  A N D  T H E  E XOT I C

W I T H  A  ST Y LE  A N D  A DV E N T U R E

T H AT  M O ST  O F  YO U  T H O U G H T 

H A D  D I S A P P E A R E D  W I T H

T H E  E M P I R E”

AA GILL | SUNDAY TIMES



SAM B U R U M O R AN I  |  NORTH E R N K E NYA  |  J UXTAPOS IT I O N O F C U LTU R E



S I L I L A  C R AT E R  |  NORTH E R N KE NYA  |  G O D’S O W N  CO U N T RY

“J O U R N E Y S  BY  D E S I G N

O P E N E D  O U R  E Y E S  TO

A  W O R LD  O F  E X P E R I E N C E S

W E  N E V E R  C O U LD 

H AV E  I M AG I N E D”

RALPH LAUREN



	 Journeys by Design is not only the best, but most 
stylish, ensuring that everything is taken care of with 
a touch of panache. All our internal transfers were 
seamless too, which is quite an achievement given 
the number of variables. And there’s nothing so 
reassuring as a 20-page document detailing every 
step of your trip. The sign of a really good operator is 
not just that they think of everything you would – but 
they think of everything you wouldn’t as well.
	 A visit to the local school, and the project’s impact 
is immediately obvious, as the headmaster proudly 
shows off the new buildings, simple breeze block 
constructions, which without a hint of exaggeration 
revolutionise the lives of the local children. We were 
also welcomed to the local manyatta – an innovative 
women’s craft group, which encourages communal 
work and has been so successful that a chain of 
accessory stores in New York now stocks its colourful 
beaded jewellery.
	 “All I wanted to do now was get back to Africa. 
We had not left it yet, but when I would wake in the 
night, I would lie, listening, homesick for it already.”
	 Well said, Mr Hemmingway.

MARK HEDLEY |  SQUARE MILE MAGAZINE

BATWA DAN C E R  |  RWAN DA  |  C E LE B R ATI N G B I RTH O F E N DAN G E R E D M O U NTAI N G O R I LLA M O U NTAI N G O R I LLA  |  VI R U NGA NATIONAL PAR K RWAN DA  |  8 00 I N  E X I STE N C E



D ES E RT LAN D S CAP E  |  SOS S USVLE I  |  SAVAG E LY B EAUTI F U L



HIMBA MOTHER WITH CHILD |  KU N E N E R IVE R NAM I B IA  |  NOMADIC PASTORALISTS



S OS S USVLE I  |  NAM I B IA  |  L IV I N G I N  TH E MAR G I N S



B US H M E N  |  BOTSWANA KALAHAR I  |  LAST O F TH E H U NTE R GATH E R E R S MATU R E B US H MAN WO MAN  |  BOTSWANA  |  O U R EAR LI EST AN C ESTO R S



BUSHMEN HUNTERS |  WE STE R N KALAHAR I  |  A  S IX TH SENSE

“AS  T H E Y  DA N C E D  A N D  S A N G

A N D  WATC H E D  M E  WATC H I N G  T H E M ,

T H E R E  WAS  A LWAYS  T H E  S M I LE

A N D  T H E  WA R M T H  I N  T H E  E Y E S

I  H A D  G R OW N  TO  K N OW  I N  T H I S

R E M A R K A B LE  C O U N T RY”

MIKE CARTER | DESERT ROSE | FINANCIAL TIMES



N U B IAN SAFAR I S  |  NORTH E R N S U DAN  |  D ES E RT S P EC IALI STS N U B IAN E LD E R  |  S U DAN N I LE  |  TH E F I R ST B LAC K P HAR AO H



LEOPARD IN TREE |  KWAN DWE SOUTH AFR ICA |  SECRE TIVE AND ELUSIVE



ELEPHANTS |  SARARA KE NYA  |  FOOT OF THE MAT THE W ’S MOUNTAINS

“PA R T  O F  T H E  D R A M A

I S  A LS O  T H E  J OY  O F  A  P L AC E

S H A R E D  BY  S O  F E W : YO U R  OW N

S WAT H E  O F  A F R I CA ,  N OT H I N G  LE S S ,

I N  T H E  LO N G  G R AS S  O F  T H E

S U N - S E A R E D  H O R I Z O N”

SOPHY ROBERTS | HARPERS BAZAAR



J O U R N EY S  BY  D E S I G N  TA I LO R MAK ES S P EC IALI ST

A F R I CA N  S A FA R I S  C O M B I N I N G  C U LT U R E  

A N D  W I LD L I F E .

WE O F F E R A  B ES PO K E P LAT I N U M S E RV I C E ,  

E N A B L I N G  O U R  G U E S TS  TO  E X P LO R E  T H E 

LES S E R-K N OWN F R O NT I E R S  O F  TH I S  VAST  SAFAR I

C O N T I N E N T  I N  C O M F O R T  A N D  ST Y LE .

YO U R  S A FA R I  R A I S E S  F U N D S  S P E C I F I CA LLY

F O R  T R U S TS  F O R  A F R I C A N  S C H O O LS  A N D  T H E

A F R I C A N  M E D I C A L  R E S E A R C H  F O U N D AT I O N .

I N  A D D I T I O N  W E  H AV E  N O W  R A I S E D  O V E R

US$4 M I LLION FOR A RANG E OF COM M U N ITI ES

A N D  C H A R I T I E S  G LO B A LLY.

C O M E  C E LE B R AT E  A F R I CA .

All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays in this brochure are financially protected by the ATOL scheme.
When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for it and check to ensure that 
everything you booked (flights, hotels and other services) is listed on it. Please see our booking conditions 

for further information or for more information about financial protection and the 
ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate

All photographs in this brochure have been taken by clients, staff and our African partners on their
many and varied travels around the continent. Many thanks to all for making this possible.

WWW. JOUR N EYS BYDES I G N.COM
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USA
NEW YORK, NY 10028 | TEL +1 315 955 6842

AFRICA
TEL + 27 10 500 3709
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